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pocketed his pride and sent the Guru a humble
letter. The Guru showed his forgiveness by quoting*
the line :
'Why should they, who come with hope, depart
disappointed?' He produced from his store-house a
myrabolam and a clove of the size needed. To these
he added a pearl to be ground into powder and
mixed with the other medicines. The imperial mes-
senger took the drugs back to Delhi; they drove
the tiger's whiskers out of the Prince's system and
he regained his health.
One day the Guru when out hunting met a wound-
ed snake. It was crawling with difficulty and was
suffering tortures from maggots. The Guru granted
the snake not only freedom from pain but salvation ;
and his astonished Sikhs saw its spirit soar, a bright
light, into the heavens. They asked the Guru what
the light was. He explained that in the time of
Nanak Guru the wounded snake had been a Pandit
and had bragged about the Vedas and his own
powers. He went so far as to maintain that he was
God on earth. He would sneer at Guru Nanak's
hymns because they were written in the vulgar
tongue, ignorant that they far surpassed the Vedas.
As a punishment the Pandit had become a snake and
the maggots in his wounds were the penalty of his
sins. As, however, in a still earlier life, he had
done some good deeds, he had been permitted to
meet Guru Har Rai and win salvation. The Guru
then quoted the lines of Guru Arjan.
'Though one be very beautiful,  of high birth, clever,
rich and of divine speech,
'Yet shall he be deemed as dead, O Nanak, if he have
no love for God/